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Protecting rights of people who use drugs in India

New Delhi: Worldwide an estimated 16 million people inject drugs, and three million of them are
living with HIV. In India, HIV prevalence in this group is 24-times that of the general population.
Though progress has been made, the HIV epidemic continues to be fuelled by stigma, discrimination
often experienced by the community together with the laws, policies and practices that impose
harsh penalties on people who use drugs.

Society perceives drug users as criminals and a threat to society. This makes it difficult for people
who want to reach out to them to build rapport and trust. It has stigmatized a large number of
people, impeding their access to lifesaving health services that are proven to prevent HIV infections
and reduce harms related to injecting.

December 10th is observed by the United Nations as International Human Rights Day. India HIV/AIDS
Alliance joins the global advocacy campaign calling for protection and fulfiiment of the human rights
of all people in the world including vulnerable communities through solidarity marches today in
Patna (Bihar), Panchkula (Haryana) and Rudrapur (Uttarakhand). With the participation of over 100
stakeholders from government, media, international agencies, law enforcement agencies, people
who use drugs, and civil society, these solidarity events called for protection of human rights of
people who use drugs and access to health and legal services without discrimination.

The marches were organised by the Hridaya programme. Hridaya helps build the capacity of service
providers, makes harm reduction programmes more gender-responsive, improves access to services
and advocates for the rights of IDUs. In addition to providing services, Hridaya has a strong capacity
building component to support advocacy, knowledge management and improved services for
people who use drugs.

In India, the lack of access to services can effectively be a death sentence for people who inject
drugs. While some parts of the country, especially the Northeast, have a range of services for this
population, most other states have inadequate access.

“Drug users are dying for the need of treatment for a variety of health problems, including Hepatitis
C, HIV and overdose. Some of these services remain controversial and not part of India’s basic
service package, while others are often not available in areas of need,” said G Charanjit Sharma,
Programme Manager, Hridaya, India HIV/AIDS Alliance.

State AIDS Control Society officials, affirmed the need for effective services for people who inject
drugs, reflecting India’s prioritization of this population in the national HIV response.

Expressing solidarity with the campaign, Sonal Mehta, Director, Policy & Programmes, India
HIV/AIDS Alliance said, “Protection and fulfilment of the human rights of vulnerable communities are
at the core of India HIV/AIDS Alliance’s work. Rather than demonizing people who use drugs, we
should humanize them. Rather than jailing them, we should get them the treatment they need.
Rather than punishing them, we must support them.”
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About India HIV/AIDS Alliance:

India HIV/AIDS Alliance (Alliance India) is a diverse partnership that brings together committed
organisations and communities to support a sustained response to HIV in India. Complementing the
national programme in India, the organisation works through capacity building, knowledge sharing,
technical support and advocacy. Through our network of partners, Alliance India supports the

delivery of effective, innovative, community-based HIV programmes to key groups affected by the
epidemic.

For details, please contact: Francis Joseph: +91-97-1745-6195 at fjoseph@allianceindia.org

For more information, visit:

Website: http://www.allianceindia.org/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/indiahivaidsalliance
Twitter: https://twitter.com/Allianceinindia India HIV/AIDS Alliance



